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PSA L. LXXXII. 6,7. 


le are Gods, aud ye are all the Chil- 
dren of the Moſt High : But ye ſhall 
die like Men, and fall like one of the 


Princes. 


OD, who holds the Fate of King- 
doms in his Hand, gives Proſperity 
to ſome, Diſtreſs to other; and 
ſometimes both at once to the ſame 
untry and People. The laſt of theſe Three 
its is our own at preſent: For by his Ap- 
intment, who commands the Hoſts of 
aven, and by his bare Word and Will or- 
ins Triumphs or Defeats to all the Armies 
the Barth, our Forces have been crown'd 
th amazing Succeſs, and our Rejoicings 
that Succeſs have been check d and dead- 

by the alarming Occurrence of Prince 
ges Death. So deſirable a Perſon muſt 
dearly miſgd for his own ſake, but more 

Hers whoſe Life is worth Ten thouſands of 

i, Since therefore the Voice of Mourn- 

will prevail at preſent, and that too by 
Wiſe Directions of Providence, it becomes 

A2 us 


(4) 
us to hear the Divine Leſſons which this Oc 
caſion of Sorrow publiſhes to all the Inhahj 
tants of the Land, Mortality is ever a 
uſeful Subject; but the mournful Dreſs « 
the Place I ſtand in, and the dejected Look 
of my Andience, makes it, in a manner, t 
only proper Subject of a Preacher. Submit 
ting therefore to a 1ad Neceſſity, my Inſt 
ctions here ſhall be confin d for ſome ti 
on Death, and ſuch other Topicks which d 
of courſe attend our beſt Meditations upo 
Death; ſuch as, the Immortality of the Sou 
the State of ſeparate Souls after Death ; th 
Particular and General Judgment, whicha 
muſt undergo j the Joys of the Righteou 
and the Torments of the Wicked, in the! 
ternal World, which will be opened at t 
fore-ordain'd Reſurrection of all Mankind. 

A Continuation of Diſcourſes of this N 
ture from the Pulpit, during ſo diſconſolat 
a Seaſon, will pay one of thoſe many E 
preſſions of Reſpect which are due to t 
Hero lately deceas d, and carry on the gre 
Deſign of edifying and ſaving Souls att 
ſame Time. Every one's Death preach 
with Power to thoſe that mind it; and the! 
who were good Examples, whilſt numore 
among the living, Preaches with greats 
Power than the Death of others: But 
Deaths are ſo precious and inſtructive as t 
Deaths of pious Princes. Good Example 


tho too too ſcarce in all, (even the meane! 
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ce ſeldom found among the higheſt Ranks 
ud Orders of Men. Theſe, it may be 
hop'd the Living, (yea the moſt ſtupid a- 
nongſt them) if placd long before their 
Thoughts, will 4) ſo to Heart, as to turn 
the Solemnities of Publick Grief into the 
dolemnities of a National Repentance and 
Devotion, With this Proſpect I ſhall, Firſt, 
take a View of the Character of the Great 
and Honourable, under the Term of Gods, 
ul Children of the Moſt High; Secondly, Ill 
ke what good Admonitions may be learn'd 
from the Remembrance of their Mortality : 
They ſhall die lite [ other] Men, and fall like 
one of the Princes; that is, as other Princes 
have fallen before them. 


Firſt, I am to ſhew in what Senſe Princes 
are ſtil d Gods, and Children of the Moſt High, 
* Compoſer of this P/a/m. The Title 

God, as it denotes a Being which had no 
Cauſe or Beginning, is peculiar to the Ma- 
ker and Preſerver of the Univerſe, and in- 
communicable to other Beings. Axpels, in 
this Senſe, have no more Pretence to it than 
Man; and Princes no more than other Men; 
that is to ſay, they have none at all. For 
tho' there are Gods many, and Lords many, in 
other Senſes of the Title, there is but One 
God and Father of us all; from whom all 
1775 are; in and by whom all Things 
ſublilt, firſt had, and Mill hold their Beings, 
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Original and Self ſubſiſteni Divinity is the 
ſole Glory of the Uncreated Nature: Nothing 
but an Infinite and Independent idm, 
Power, and Cy can pretend to it. Ne- 
vertheleſs, becauſe theſe Perfections in Pi- 
nite Beings are a Ray and Shadow of the 
unoriginated and unbounded Power, Wiſdom, 
and Charity of the Firſt Cauſe; Angels, 
Which among Creatures ; and Princes, which 
among Men, are the moſt excellent, are, h 
the Courteſie of Inſpird Writers, call 
Gods. 
Scripture concurs with the Style of Plato, 
and other Pagan Writers, in honouring Crea- 
tures of diſtinguiſhing Endowments with 
the Character of Deity. Thus far Crea. 
tures furniſh'd with eminent Power, Skill, 
and Benevolence, are a ſort of Gods to 
thoſe of their Fellow Creatures who are en- 
du'd with leſſer Degrees of them. In their 
Comparative Proportions they both intend, 
contrive, and act well, as God himſelf does: 
And by how much greater Ability Creatures 
have to do thus, by ſo much the more capa- 
ble they ase to copy after God in their Con 
duct; and according as they imitate God in 
the good Uſe of their Abilities, (whether 
they be more or leſs) the Character of Chi. 
dren of the Moſt High does in different De- 
grees of Emphaſis and Diſtinction belong 
to them. Tis on this Foundation that Prin 
ces build a better Claim to Deity _— 
4 * 


(7) 
Subordinates, tho? theſe be of the ſame Na- 
ture and Claſs of Beings with themſelves ; 
1nd *tis on the ſame Foundation that good 
Princes deſerve ſuch a Character better than 
others of equal Figure in the Eye of the 
World: For 4 Princes reſemble God in 
Power, moſt of them in Wiſdom, but Virtu- 
ws Princes reſemble him in Goodneſs. Thus 
to reſemble God is the greateſt Glory of 
the Man and of rhe Chriſtian : For nothing 
likens us ſ@ much to God, as a kind and cha- 
titable Spirit. | 

Wherefore in this Character Princes may 
read their ſtrict Obligation to do Good. 
If God has given them more Power, brigh- 
ter Parts, and happier Opportunities, than 
He uſually does to their Subjects and Depen- 
dents; they ought tocall to mind, that Hea- 
ren is fo bountiful to them. to reader them 
compleater Bleſſings to the World than they 
would poſſibly prove without them. 

The Royal Perſon, whoſe Death we now 
lament, reſembled his God, not only in large 
Natural Endowments, but in a Diffufive 
Goodneſs: His Humanity, Chaſtity, and De- 
vn, ſhine brighter in his Heavenly Dia- 
dem above, than Wiſmar, Lans kroox, and 
Lunden, in the Annals of Fame here below : 
Far the Victories of Virtue are the moſt ho- 
nourable in God's Sight; they make us Par- 
takers of the Divine Nature, and draw the 
Yroaks of Gods Image in the moſt lively 
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Colours upon our Minds, An Exemplary 
Life, like the Sun in the Firmament, tran- 
ſcribes the Benignity of God to the Crea- 
tion: In Perſons of Station, it is as ſervice- 
able to rhe Moral, as Light is beneficial to 
the Natural, World. A charitable Soul is 
in God's ſtead to the miſerable Neighbour 
that is relieved by his Beneficence. The 
Goodneſs of a private Sphere rivals God in 
its Conduct; tho' its gracious Influence is 
confin'd to Families, and does not reach be- 
ond Neighbourhoods at the furtheſt : But 
oyal Goodneſs is not penn d up within ſuch 
narrow Limits , its generous Efficacy mea- 
ſures a vaſt Circumference with its Extent; 
Nations and Poſterities own themſelves o- 
blig d to it for Life and 1 Such 
extenſive Glory, one wou*d think, might 
deſerve Great Mens Ambition to attain it, 
Deſerve it, did I ſay? No doubt but it does 
ſo; elſe Nature % te Reaſon blind, 


and Chriſtianity in the wrong. Whence| 
comes it then to paſs, that whereas ſo many 
ſhine in Pomp and Grandeur, yet ſcarce One 
of a Thouſand refreſhes and adorns the Age 
he lives in with the pleaſing Light and 
Warmth of a good Example? 
This Queſtion is ſoon anſwered (I will 
the Cauſes of the Complaint could be re- 
moved as ſoon): The Generality of Men 
ſcarce think at all upon the Nature of God, 


or the Nature of Man ; they neither = 
m- 
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themſelves, nor him that made them. This 
Branch of Knowledge would make Peers and 
Stateſmen what they ought to be; ſuch as 
the Prince now commemorated has always 
been: Good equally with him in the Spring, 
Principle, and Nee of his Conduct; tho? 
at an bumble Diftance from him in the Influ- 
ence and Succeſs of their Goodneſs upon o—- 
thers. Every good Example has its Luſtre, 
but the Piety of Great Mea glitters with a 
mulrlply'd Glory; and therefore muſt not 
be denied a peculiar Remembrance from 
Man, fince we know it is honour'd with a 
particular Eſteem by God. 

Let theſe Conſiderations ſtir up all that 
are nobly deſcended, and all thoſe too whom 
the Providence of God has rais'd from a low 
Eſtate, to high Poſts and Truſts in the Go-+ 
vernment, to be juſt, upright, fair and ho- 
nourable in all their Tranſactions, and dili- 
gent and active in the Diſcharge of their 
reſpective Provinces; let their Goodneſs equal 
their Power and K;owleage, yea, far excel it. 

The Evil Angels are Gods, as far as great 
Degrees of Power, and Knowledge, can 
make them ſo: But they want thecrown- 
ing Perfection of Created Divinities, a Good. 
neſs anſwerable to their Power and Know- 
ledge; and therefore they are doing Miſchief, 
and will be doing it till the General Judg- 
ment, and ſo encreaſe in Malice by the In- 
creaſe of -a degenerate Canning, Which will 
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inflame the Sentence of their Goal Condem. 
nation, and add freſh Fewel to thoſe Tor. 
ments which they now endure, and have 
been enduring ever ſince they left their Fir 
E/tate, and atted beneath their Light, their 
Natare, and their Station. The Fatal Con- 
ſequences of their Miſconduct, and their 
being now caſt into Chains of Darkneſs, gives 
fair Warning to Miniſters of State, Legiſle 
tors, Judges, and Jaſtices ; in ſhorty to all that 
are truſted with any Share of Power in Go- 
vernment. Let them remember whence 
and whither the Apoſtate Sons of the Morn- 
ing are fal'n, and how they fell. Wicked- 
neſs ruin d Angels, and ſet the Inmort al Crea. 
tion on fire: Wherefore let not the greateſt I th 
Mortals preſume. let them rather be hum- Ian 
ble, and tremble to think ot the Account 
that muſt be given at the Great Day. They 
that receiv*d the moſt and the greateſt Ta. 
lents, have the more to anſwer for, if they 
abuſe them, and will be puniſhd the more 
ſeverely for it; and tis but equal that it 
ſhould be ſo: For One Sinner of ſo large a 
ſize deſtroys much Good, and ſcatters Mil. 
chief and Corruption further and quicker 
than others can, or dare to attempt it if they 
could: Perſons of Influexce, in Courts andi 
Parliaments, have a fort of Aſcendant by 
their Eloquence and Addreſs over Prince aud 
People. If the true Spirit of a Patriot be i 
them, they are Gods without a Figure, bySlem 
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the world of Good that they do-where.theic 
Advice prevails; like Saus and Seas, they 
e naturally diſperſe Bleſſings in Common, 
f © plentitully, conſtantly, and with the greateſt 
ir © caſe: But if the mean, ſelfiſh, and intriguing 
n- Temper of an Achitopbel has Dominion over 
ir them, they ſhake Hands with Honour and 
Conſcience ; all their Aims center in them- 
ſelves, and the quarrelſom Views of Parties 
and Faction; they diſturb the Peace both of 
Church and State, and are a Sanctuary to 
licendiaries, to the Oiſſolute and the Prophane ; 
The foundations of the Earth are removed and 
out of courſe hy the Convulſions of theſe $ub- 
teraneous Fires ; and the Pillars of Juſtice and 
the ſolid Policy which ſupports our Laws 
and Ancient Eſtabliſhment are ſhaken by their 
lnnouat ions. Their Tongues and Pens poiſon 
the Principles of all that give ear to them; 
Jud their Conduct makes Vice and Immorg- 
lity circular and faſhionable in the World: 
And thus the Children of the moſt High, de- 
baſe themſelves into Children of the Devil: 
How art thou faln, O Lucifer, Son of the 
i WMorazing ; ſo well qualify'd to do Good, and 
ſtrangely bent to Harm! 3 
If the forementioned Reflect ions can't ex- 
ite the Nobly Deſcended to imitate good 
ingels, by being uſeful to the World; yet 
and in habit of Thoughtfulneſs on the Mortaluy 
uf their Bodies, would effectually awaken 
em out of a Catilinarian courſe of Living 
Into 
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into a Conduct more becoming their diſtin. 
guiſhing Birth, as well as their Reaſon and 
Chriſtian Profeſſion : Let them remember,that 
tho Great Men are Gods by Office, yet they 
are Men by Nature: Cyrus and Cz/ar fell be. 
. fore Death (in their turns) as well as the 
meaneſt Captives that did Homage to their 
ers: Nero's Cruelty could not fright it, 
nor Veſpaſians Lenity ſweeten it into Forbeare 
ence, Theſe Children of the Moſt High 
muſt go into the cold Appartments of the 
Grave as well as others; for there Small and 
Great, Princes and Priſoners are together. 
| Wherefore I proceed now to mention 
ſomegood Admonitions,which may be learnt 
from the Mortality of the Royal. 


Firſt then, It ſhould make us be more en- 
amour'd of the Vertues of Princes: Their 
being Mortal, proves them to be born in ſin, 
and conceived in iniquity; for otherwiſe Death 
had not been -ordained for them. Now 
ſince they are corrupt by Nature, as well as 
others; and ſince they meet with more 
Temptations to Fride and Luxury, than the 
low and ignoble; it is evident, that their 
Virtue ſtands them in as much, or more 
Self-denial as it does us: Humility and Cha- 
ſtity are more truly Conqueſts of Luſt and 
Paſſion in the more exalted, than in the 
lower Ranks of Men. Their Virtue for this 


as well as other Reaſons, deſerves the more 
to 
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to be admired: How juſtly therefore is the 
Royal Example now before us, both the Ob. 
ject of our Praiſe, and the Object of our 
Tears. Henceforwards let Great and Weal- 
thy Sinners be aſhamed to plead the Strength 
of Temptation for their Lewdneſs and De- 
banchery : Can they have more alluring In- 
vitations to Idleneſs and Laſciviouſneſs, than 
both his Natute and his Circumſtances made 
to him? he being dead, is univerſally cele- 
brated for a firm and inviolate courſe of Vir- 
tue, and leaves all Peers and Great Men 
that wander in the By-paths of Vice and 
Wickedneſs ſtruck with Silence, and deſti- 
tute of Excuſe: LO that we may hereafter 
have an happy cauſe to add !] and ſham'd 
into an amendment of their Lives. 


Secondly, Let the Contemplation of the 
Mortality of the 2 teach us to prize 
their Preſence whilſt we enjoy it, and to 
contribute all we can to the continuance of 
it amongſt us: Tho? their Mortal State muſt 
have an end; yet the earneſt Prayers and the 
Obſequious Piety, and Concord of the Subject at 
this Time, might go a great way towards 
prolonging our good Sovereigns ſtay here: 
Death indeed ſpares none; but God orders 
the particular Time and Manner of every 
Perſons being apprehended by it. Let us 
make earneſt Supplications therefore to God, 
that neither this Affliction, nor any ue 

Or- 
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de een fatal Atrow may; fp fir aon. 
poſe Her Mages Health and Tem er, 28 
to quench the Light of out Mae: And as we 
hope that a Piech ſo ſignal as Her Majeſty's 
will learn from the Death of his Royal High- 
neſs, to ſtrive to bring to Perfection as ſoon 
as poſſibly The-can, whatever Great and Ge- 
nerous Schemes She has begun and intended 
for the Settlement and Honour of both the 


Church and State: So it ſhould teach all of us | 


to haſten, and to be doing with all our Might 
the Great and Neceſſary Work of Repen. 
tance, Reſtitution, Reconciliation and Charity; 
and whatever excellent Deeds our hand | that 
is, our Power] fndeth [has an opportunity] 
to do; for there is no work nor device in the 
Grave; Remember the days of darkneſs, for 
they are mam: Let the Beauty and Strength 
of the High and Noble, now turn'd into a 
Sceleton, effectually remind you all of your 
Frailty ; ſet not your Hearts upon Vanity, 
love not the World, nor the Things of the 
World, for we have here no abiding 25 ; ſeek 
not for Happineſs where it can't be had, but 
ſeek the Kingdom of God and his Righte- 
ouſneſs; turn unto the Lord with all your 
Heart, and love and ſerve him with all your 
Strength; ſtudy. and ig to promote his 
Honour in the World; help forward (as 

much as lies in you) a National Reforma- 
tion, and the erection of Charity Schools 
for the pious Education of poor and helpleſs 


Children. 
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Children. Could we but once be unanimous 
in thus taking, Heaven by Violence, we might 
even, in this our Interval of Sorrow, hope 
that the Queen will out- live the Inſolence 
of Vice, Sedition and Infidelity amongft 
us; and that Hers and our Tranqus 
lcy will (like Hezekia}?s) be yet pro- 
long'd and tranſmitted firm am perpetual (by 
Her Care ) to the moſt diſtant Generati- 
ons 


God graut we may fee the Things which 
concern cur Peace, before they ate 
2 bid from our Eyes. 1 


The Things which promote both the Peace of 
Nati and the Peace of thoſe Publick Minds, which 
have a N Influence over them, are obvi- 
ous to the Notice of the meaneſt Perſons, and par- 
ticularly given in Charge to the Greateſt in this 
Palm; They are Firſt, The due Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice in the puniſhment of Incorrigible Of- 
fenders, and redreſſing the Grievances of the In- 
jur'd and Oppreſſed: Secondly,  Beneficence to 
the Indigent z more eſpecially to thoſe who have 
the leaſt probability of Relief from others: Third- 
ly, Peculiar Fayour and Encouragement to thoſe 
who are ſignal for Piety, or an excellent Genius, 
or any ſort of Merit, or uſefulneſs to the Publick. 
Theſeare the. Sinews of Good Government; theſe. 
make a Reign auſpicious in its Beginning, ſtable 
and flouriſhing in its * glorious in its 
Concluſion : Vice thus ſuppreſs'd ; Vertue, Dili. 


fence, and Deſert, thus animated and revived, will 
bring Praiſe and Honour to their Patrons from the 


tlearts and Tongues of innumerable nite, 
| ut 
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But further, ſuch? le Patriots have better! 

wards than the World can give them: T5 
& not only of Men but of 60 D; for G1 
andeth in the Conoreg ation of the Gods: He is alinai 
nt with them in their Aſſemblies and Com 
binations ; his Eye is over them, both when: 
getber and when they are aſunder; to him they ar, 
accountable for what they do, either in their pri 
vate Conduct, or in conjunction with Parliament: 
and Councils. And if in eitheir Capacity, Might 
Men dare become Mighty Offenders by prevari 
cating with God and their Country, they wil 


firſt or laſt be 2 for it by that tremendou 
a 


Majeſty, who udge | Gods, But if i 
both theſe Capacities, they Act in the Fear « 
God, and with an hearty Zeal for the real and 
laſting Welfare of the Community whereto the 
belong, he will reward them for their Integrit 
with Honour and Advancement in the gloriou 
Republick of Saints and Angels: In the Heaver 
ly Scene, Princes themſelves are low enough tt 
be promoted, and no Ambition that is puidec 
and ſpurred on by Charity, can be too vaſt to be 
ſatisfied there. Thoſe Beneficent Princes wht 
wore Coronets here, ſhall exchange their Corc 

nets for Crowns there ; and others of them whe 
wear Crowns here, ſhall wear better and Immar 
ceſcible ones hereafter. This Proſpect makes the 
load of Royal Cares eaſy and ſupportable to them 

for thoꝰ now the Enſigus of Empire have anxietie 
wedg'd up ſo cloſe together in them; their future 
Crowns will be no wayPonderous, but in intrinhc! 
Worth and Value, an eternal weight of Glory ; al 

over Glory, W 
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